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The Travel + Leisure Global Vision Awards aim to identify and honor companies,
individuals, destinations, and organizations taking strides to develop more
sustainable and responsible travel products, practices, and experiences. Not only
are they demonstrating thought leadership and creative problem-solving, they are
taking actionable, quantiCable steps to protect communities and environments
around the world. What's more, they are inspiring their industry colleagues and
travelers to do their part.

It's tempting to think about sustainability on a human scale. What should I eat?
Where should I shop? How should I get where I'm going? But inhabiting the world
in a more responsible way requires turning an eye toward the design and
structures that make up that world: the buildings we occupy, the streets we drive
on, the way our cities rise and expand. These Global Vision Awards honorees
are creating sustainable solutions in the built environment through their work in
architecture, infrastructure, urban planning, and more. By expanding what transit
routes can look like, or dnding new building materials in old places, they're
setting examples for how we can live better, together. — T+L Editors

Champs-Élysées 
Centered around what has long been regarded as the world's most beautiful
avenue, the Champs-Élysées is today dismissed by many Parisians as a trafc-
plagued tourist attraction. To save it, last year the city announced an ambitious
$300 million transformation, to be overseen by architect Philippe Chiambaretta
and his PCA-Stream design drm. The project, says Chiambaretta, is less about
designing buildings and more about designing experiences. "It's reprogramming
a new and healthier way of living in and engaging with a city," he explains. "That's
the key to the urban planning of the future." A big piece will be drastically
reducing the number of cars and replacing trafc-clogged roads with greenery
for art exhibitions and outdoor dining. Other areas will be converted to
pedestrian zones and bike lanes, as well as new retail spaces for local
businesses. Chiambaretta hopes the renovations, which will be completed in
phases over the next eight years, will not only entice Parisians to return to their
beloved avenue but also serve as a model for cities around the world. — Gisela
Williams

Environmental Quality International
For the Egyptian conservationist Dr. Mounir Neamatalla, protecting nature is
more than a mission; it's an ideology. "Sustainability is a belief," he says. "It must
be a driving force for everything you do." That ethos led him to create
Environmental Quality International (EQI), a Cairo-based business that invests in
sustainable for-prodt developments that support local communities and
preserve important heritage sites throughout the Middle East and North Africa.
One of the company's most impressive projects to date is Adrère Amellal, a
ground-breaking eco-lodge in the desert outside of Egypt's Siwa Oasis. Built
using kershef — a mixture of sun-dried salt, mud, and sand that has been used
by Western Desert communities for millennia — the compound has no electricity
or Wi-Fi. Its 40 rooms are lit by candle and decorated with Bedouin rugs and
fossils that have been unearthed on nearby archaeological digs. Other EQI
successes include the renovation of the Cairo Museum and the ongoing revival
of Siwa's 13th-century citadel, which has been eroded by weather conditions
related to climate change. Work on the citadel will include extensive
restorations, as well as the creation of a new museum.  — G.W.

Sara Kulturhus
Skellefteå, Sweden, is home to schools, bridges — even a parking garage —
made of wood, and now the burgeoning Arctic Circle city has unveiled one of the
tallest timber towers in the world. Designed by the Swedish drm White
Arkitekter, Sara Kulturhus was made without the use of cement or steel,
constructed almost entirely of timber sourced from trees within 40 miles of the
city (all of which have since been replaced). The 20-story Sara is proof not only
of timber's structural capabilities but also its potential as a green building
material. Over its lifetime, the $110 million center is poised to become one of
the world's drst carbon-neutral buildings, sequestering carbon and running
entirely on renewable resources. The structure also happens to be beautiful.
Interiors are a vision of minimalist hygge, with a striking timber-lined theater,
museum, library, and conference center, plus the 205-room Wood Hotel, which
has three restaurants and a spa. "Sara stands as a showcase, leading the way in
the transition to carbon-neutral construction," says Robert Schmitz, a partner at
White Arkitekter. "It shows that it is possible, and economically viable, to build
sustainably with timber." — Heidi Mitchell

Val Bavona
In the 1950s, the residents of this valley in the Swiss Alps turned down the
opportunity to connect to the country's electrical grid. The reason they gave was
straightforward: electricity was a luxury they could live without. The result is a
stunning glacial landscape that looks much like it did centuries ago. Though
living in Val Bavona can be challenging — the winters are harsh, so residents
pass December through March in warmer climes — the community is driven to
maintain a simpler, and greener, way of life. Today they rely on solar panels,
water turbines, and natural gas to provide some of their energy, but on most
nights, the valley is lit by candles. Visitors can experience it on a six-mile walk
through all 12 of the region's villages, passing pastures dotted with cows, stone
houses, and churches that date back to the 16th century. At the head of the
valley, a return to modern technology awaits: San Carlo's cable car links Bavona
to the lakeside town of Robiei (and the national grid). —  H.M.
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The Travel + Leisure Global Vision Awards aim to identify and honor companies,
individuals, destinations, and organizations taking strides to develop more
sustainable and responsible travel products, practices, and experiences. Not only
are they demonstrating thought leadership and creative problem-solving, they are
taking actionable, quantiCable steps to protect communities and environments
around the world. What's more, they are inspiring their industry colleagues and
travelers to do their part.

In choosing the honorees in our annual Global Vision Awards, the drst thing we
look for is real, tangible impact. The dve companies in this category are thinking
both broadly and deeply about concrete ways that travel can spur long-term,
positive change. Whether they're in the business of planning enriching itineraries
led by the communities where people are traveling, innovating in the aircraft
industry, or dnding ways for tourism to lift up marginalized communities, these
honorees are dedicated to turning their ideas into actionable projects that will
improve travel — and the world — for generations to come.  — T+L Editors

Alaskan Dream Cruises
Plenty of cruise companies offer expeditions through Alaska's majestic Inner
Passage, Glacier Bay, and frontier lands, but only Alaskan Dream Cruises is
owned and operated by Native Alaskans. The Allen family, whose lineage is
Tlingit, has been welcoming curious cruisers for more than 50 years. The
company's six vessels, which range from dve to 38 cabins, are staffed by
Alaskan naturalist guides who dispense the sort of personal insights that only
locals can. Ports of call are often Indigenous villages such as Kasaan, where
guests visit the last Haida longhouse in the United States. The onboard
experience also highlights the state's riches: bath amenities are Alaska-made;
bed scarves were designed by local artists; cocktails are prepared with glacial
ice; and local seafood highlights every menu. Guests can spot whales, otters,
bears, sea lions, deer, and eagles regularly, while the sounds from the fathoms
below burble to the surface thanks to a shipboard hydrophone. The company's
newest ship, the six-stateroom Kruzof Explorer, takes passengers to
communities where larger ships can't dock, landing at under-the-radar
destinations includingLituya Bay, Dall Island, and Baranof Warm Springs. — Heidi
Mitchell

Black Cultural Heritage Tours
Despite infusing $109.4 billion into the leisure travel industry, Black Americans
have been sidelined from mainstream travel experiences — their companies
omitted from itineraries, their histories left untold. But Stephanie M. Jones,
founder of the National Blacks in Travel and Tourism Collective, is changing
that. In 2016, her group debuted the Cultural Heritage Alliance for Tourism, Inc.
(CHAT), "to level the playing deld for micro local Black and Brown businesses
within underrepresented neighborhoods," she says. This year, she launched
Black Cultural Heritage Tours, which aims to drive tourists' foot trafc and
revenue to underrepresented businesses so they can become sustainable and
scalable. From September onward, travelers can book itineraries of the
Southeastern U.S. that may include jaunts through the Gullah Geechee Corridor,
deep dives into the Civil Rights Movement, an in-depth exploration of the
Underground Railroad. No matter the route, all tours include church visits,
culinary adventures, and contemporary culture excursions. "Our approach to our
itineraries is to provide transformative experiences for culturally curious
travelers who seek a broader understanding of the Black experience and culture
in the U.S.," explains Jones. "We want travelers to become intentional about
depositing into local communities as much as they take away." — H.M. 

Boom 
As Blake Scholl sees it, travel has been a net good for the world: "Since the dawn
of the jet age," he says, "people have been able to spend more time with other
people in other cultures." But as he pondered a world in which everything — from
computers to phones to cars — was getting signidcantly more efcient and
environmentally friendly, the lifelong airplane geek wondered why the same
wasn't happening for aircraft. Scholl made it his goal to help air travel become
"faster, more affordable, and dramatically more sustainable than it is today." By
2029, his Denver-based company, Boom, plans to put into service the 65-seat
Overture, the drst supersonic commercial aircraft since the Concorde. The
Overture will minimize noise and run entirely on sustainable aviation fuel. And
from the start, acknowledging that no machine lasts forever, the team has
designed with both airborne efciency and possibilities for recycling in mind.
United Airlines has already ordered 15 Boom Overture jets, which will whisk
passengers from New York to London in less than three-and-a-half hours. "We
want to make the airplane you most want to be on — with speed, comfort, and
convenience," Scholl says, "and also the best one for the planet." — Jeff Chu

Kerala Responsible Tourism Mission
Five years ago, the government of the south Indian state of Kerala unveiled a
groundbreaking new agency. Its charge: to use tourism as a platform to
eradicate poverty, empower women, and safeguard the environment. Its
philosophy? "Making better places for people to live in and better places for
people to visit." Since then, the Responsible Tourism Mission has carefully
mapped the state, identifying communities with rich but overlooked cultural
expertise. A new database connects artists and performers with players in the
tourism industry. Farmers are trained to host visitors on their land. And new
itineraries highlight (and produce new income streams for) artisans. These
include visits to ceramicists in the hamlet of Nellarachal and metalworkers in
Kunhimangalam — a town long known for its handcrafted bells and Hindu idols.
RT Mission also has environmental initiatives — cleaning waterways, for
example, or implementing more efcient waste-management practices — in
nearly two dozen communities, from the Arabian Sea village of Mararikulam in
the west to Thekkady, on Kerala's eastern border, which abuts a sanctuary for
elephants and Bengal tigers. — J.C.
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PCA-STREAM

Adrère Amellal, a 40-room eco-lodge on the outskirts of Egypt's Siwa Oasis. | CREDIT: LUDMILA
YILMAZ/SHUTTERSTOCK

Timber construction at the Wood Hotel, part of the Sara Kulturhus development in Skellefteå, Sweden. | CREDIT:
COURTESY OF VISIT SKELLEFTEÅ

Pontido village, in Val Bavona, Switzerland, which uses only green energy sources. | CREDIT: JAN GEERK/COURTESY OF
SWITZERLAND TOURISM

The Travel + Leisure Global Vision Awards aim to identify and honor companies,
individuals, destinations, and organizations taking strides to develop more
sustainable and responsible travel products, practices, and experiences. Not only
are they demonstrating thought leadership and creative problem-solving, they are
taking actionable, quantiCable steps to protect communities and environments
around the world. What's more, they are inspiring their industry colleagues and
travelers to do their part.

It's tempting to think about sustainability on a human scale. What should I eat?
Where should I shop? How should I get where I'm going? But inhabiting the world
in a more responsible way requires turning an eye toward the design and
structures that make up that world: the buildings we occupy, the streets we drive
on, the way our cities rise and expand. These Global Vision Awards honorees
are creating sustainable solutions in the built environment through their work in
architecture, infrastructure, urban planning, and more. By expanding what transit
routes can look like, or dnding new building materials in old places, they're
setting examples for how we can live better, together. — T+L Editors

Champs-Élysées 
Centered around what has long been regarded as the world's most beautiful
avenue, the Champs-Élysées is today dismissed by many Parisians as a trafc-
plagued tourist attraction. To save it, last year the city announced an ambitious
$300 million transformation, to be overseen by architect Philippe Chiambaretta
and his PCA-Stream design drm. The project, says Chiambaretta, is less about
designing buildings and more about designing experiences. "It's reprogramming
a new and healthier way of living in and engaging with a city," he explains. "That's
the key to the urban planning of the future." A big piece will be drastically
reducing the number of cars and replacing trafc-clogged roads with greenery
for art exhibitions and outdoor dining. Other areas will be converted to
pedestrian zones and bike lanes, as well as new retail spaces for local
businesses. Chiambaretta hopes the renovations, which will be completed in
phases over the next eight years, will not only entice Parisians to return to their
beloved avenue but also serve as a model for cities around the world. — Gisela
Williams

Environmental Quality International
For the Egyptian conservationist Dr. Mounir Neamatalla, protecting nature is
more than a mission; it's an ideology. "Sustainability is a belief," he says. "It must
be a driving force for everything you do." That ethos led him to create
Environmental Quality International (EQI), a Cairo-based business that invests in
sustainable for-prodt developments that support local communities and
preserve important heritage sites throughout the Middle East and North Africa.
One of the company's most impressive projects to date is Adrère Amellal, a
ground-breaking eco-lodge in the desert outside of Egypt's Siwa Oasis. Built
using kershef — a mixture of sun-dried salt, mud, and sand that has been used
by Western Desert communities for millennia — the compound has no electricity
or Wi-Fi. Its 40 rooms are lit by candle and decorated with Bedouin rugs and
fossils that have been unearthed on nearby archaeological digs. Other EQI
successes include the renovation of the Cairo Museum and the ongoing revival
of Siwa's 13th-century citadel, which has been eroded by weather conditions
related to climate change. Work on the citadel will include extensive
restorations, as well as the creation of a new museum.  — G.W.

Sara Kulturhus
Skellefteå, Sweden, is home to schools, bridges — even a parking garage —
made of wood, and now the burgeoning Arctic Circle city has unveiled one of the
tallest timber towers in the world. Designed by the Swedish drm White
Arkitekter, Sara Kulturhus was made without the use of cement or steel,
constructed almost entirely of timber sourced from trees within 40 miles of the
city (all of which have since been replaced). The 20-story Sara is proof not only
of timber's structural capabilities but also its potential as a green building
material. Over its lifetime, the $110 million center is poised to become one of
the world's drst carbon-neutral buildings, sequestering carbon and running
entirely on renewable resources. The structure also happens to be beautiful.
Interiors are a vision of minimalist hygge, with a striking timber-lined theater,
museum, library, and conference center, plus the 205-room Wood Hotel, which
has three restaurants and a spa. "Sara stands as a showcase, leading the way in
the transition to carbon-neutral construction," says Robert Schmitz, a partner at
White Arkitekter. "It shows that it is possible, and economically viable, to build
sustainably with timber." — Heidi Mitchell

Val Bavona
In the 1950s, the residents of this valley in the Swiss Alps turned down the
opportunity to connect to the country's electrical grid. The reason they gave was
straightforward: electricity was a luxury they could live without. The result is a
stunning glacial landscape that looks much like it did centuries ago. Though
living in Val Bavona can be challenging — the winters are harsh, so residents
pass December through March in warmer climes — the community is driven to
maintain a simpler, and greener, way of life. Today they rely on solar panels,
water turbines, and natural gas to provide some of their energy, but on most
nights, the valley is lit by candles. Visitors can experience it on a six-mile walk
through all 12 of the region's villages, passing pastures dotted with cows, stone
houses, and churches that date back to the 16th century. At the head of the
valley, a return to modern technology awaits: San Carlo's cable car links Bavona
to the lakeside town of Robiei (and the national grid). —  H.M.
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The Travel + Leisure Global Vision Awards aim to identify and honor companies,
individuals, destinations, and organizations taking strides to develop more
sustainable and responsible travel products, practices, and experiences. Not only
are they demonstrating thought leadership and creative problem-solving, they are
taking actionable, quantiCable steps to protect communities and environments
around the world. What's more, they are inspiring their industry colleagues and
travelers to do their part.

In choosing the honorees in our annual Global Vision Awards, the drst thing we
look for is real, tangible impact. The dve companies in this category are thinking
both broadly and deeply about concrete ways that travel can spur long-term,
positive change. Whether they're in the business of planning enriching itineraries
led by the communities where people are traveling, innovating in the aircraft
industry, or dnding ways for tourism to lift up marginalized communities, these
honorees are dedicated to turning their ideas into actionable projects that will
improve travel — and the world — for generations to come.  — T+L Editors

Alaskan Dream Cruises
Plenty of cruise companies offer expeditions through Alaska's majestic Inner
Passage, Glacier Bay, and frontier lands, but only Alaskan Dream Cruises is
owned and operated by Native Alaskans. The Allen family, whose lineage is
Tlingit, has been welcoming curious cruisers for more than 50 years. The
company's six vessels, which range from dve to 38 cabins, are staffed by
Alaskan naturalist guides who dispense the sort of personal insights that only
locals can. Ports of call are often Indigenous villages such as Kasaan, where
guests visit the last Haida longhouse in the United States. The onboard
experience also highlights the state's riches: bath amenities are Alaska-made;
bed scarves were designed by local artists; cocktails are prepared with glacial
ice; and local seafood highlights every menu. Guests can spot whales, otters,
bears, sea lions, deer, and eagles regularly, while the sounds from the fathoms
below burble to the surface thanks to a shipboard hydrophone. The company's
newest ship, the six-stateroom Kruzof Explorer, takes passengers to
communities where larger ships can't dock, landing at under-the-radar
destinations includingLituya Bay, Dall Island, and Baranof Warm Springs. — Heidi
Mitchell

Black Cultural Heritage Tours
Despite infusing $109.4 billion into the leisure travel industry, Black Americans
have been sidelined from mainstream travel experiences — their companies
omitted from itineraries, their histories left untold. But Stephanie M. Jones,
founder of the National Blacks in Travel and Tourism Collective, is changing
that. In 2016, her group debuted the Cultural Heritage Alliance for Tourism, Inc.
(CHAT), "to level the playing deld for micro local Black and Brown businesses
within underrepresented neighborhoods," she says. This year, she launched
Black Cultural Heritage Tours, which aims to drive tourists' foot trafc and
revenue to underrepresented businesses so they can become sustainable and
scalable. From September onward, travelers can book itineraries of the
Southeastern U.S. that may include jaunts through the Gullah Geechee Corridor,
deep dives into the Civil Rights Movement, an in-depth exploration of the
Underground Railroad. No matter the route, all tours include church visits,
culinary adventures, and contemporary culture excursions. "Our approach to our
itineraries is to provide transformative experiences for culturally curious
travelers who seek a broader understanding of the Black experience and culture
in the U.S.," explains Jones. "We want travelers to become intentional about
depositing into local communities as much as they take away." — H.M. 

Boom 
As Blake Scholl sees it, travel has been a net good for the world: "Since the dawn
of the jet age," he says, "people have been able to spend more time with other
people in other cultures." But as he pondered a world in which everything — from
computers to phones to cars — was getting signidcantly more efcient and
environmentally friendly, the lifelong airplane geek wondered why the same
wasn't happening for aircraft. Scholl made it his goal to help air travel become
"faster, more affordable, and dramatically more sustainable than it is today." By
2029, his Denver-based company, Boom, plans to put into service the 65-seat
Overture, the drst supersonic commercial aircraft since the Concorde. The
Overture will minimize noise and run entirely on sustainable aviation fuel. And
from the start, acknowledging that no machine lasts forever, the team has
designed with both airborne efciency and possibilities for recycling in mind.
United Airlines has already ordered 15 Boom Overture jets, which will whisk
passengers from New York to London in less than three-and-a-half hours. "We
want to make the airplane you most want to be on — with speed, comfort, and
convenience," Scholl says, "and also the best one for the planet." — Jeff Chu

Kerala Responsible Tourism Mission
Five years ago, the government of the south Indian state of Kerala unveiled a
groundbreaking new agency. Its charge: to use tourism as a platform to
eradicate poverty, empower women, and safeguard the environment. Its
philosophy? "Making better places for people to live in and better places for
people to visit." Since then, the Responsible Tourism Mission has carefully
mapped the state, identifying communities with rich but overlooked cultural
expertise. A new database connects artists and performers with players in the
tourism industry. Farmers are trained to host visitors on their land. And new
itineraries highlight (and produce new income streams for) artisans. These
include visits to ceramicists in the hamlet of Nellarachal and metalworkers in
Kunhimangalam — a town long known for its handcrafted bells and Hindu idols.
RT Mission also has environmental initiatives — cleaning waterways, for
example, or implementing more efcient waste-management practices — in
nearly two dozen communities, from the Arabian Sea village of Mararikulam in
the west to Thekkady, on Kerala's eastern border, which abuts a sanctuary for
elephants and Bengal tigers. — J.C.
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The Travel + Leisure Global Vision Awards aim to identify and honor companies,
individuals, destinations, and organizations taking strides to develop more
sustainable and responsible travel products, practices, and experiences. Not only
are they demonstrating thought leadership and creative problem-solving, they are
taking actionable, quantiCable steps to protect communities and environments
around the world. What's more, they are inspiring their industry colleagues and
travelers to do their part.

It's tempting to think about sustainability on a human scale. What should I eat?
Where should I shop? How should I get where I'm going? But inhabiting the world
in a more responsible way requires turning an eye toward the design and
structures that make up that world: the buildings we occupy, the streets we drive
on, the way our cities rise and expand. These Global Vision Awards honorees
are creating sustainable solutions in the built environment through their work in
architecture, infrastructure, urban planning, and more. By expanding what transit
routes can look like, or dnding new building materials in old places, they're
setting examples for how we can live better, together. — T+L Editors

Champs-Élysées 
Centered around what has long been regarded as the world's most beautiful
avenue, the Champs-Élysées is today dismissed by many Parisians as a trafc-
plagued tourist attraction. To save it, last year the city announced an ambitious
$300 million transformation, to be overseen by architect Philippe Chiambaretta
and his PCA-Stream design drm. The project, says Chiambaretta, is less about
designing buildings and more about designing experiences. "It's reprogramming
a new and healthier way of living in and engaging with a city," he explains. "That's
the key to the urban planning of the future." A big piece will be drastically
reducing the number of cars and replacing trafc-clogged roads with greenery
for art exhibitions and outdoor dining. Other areas will be converted to
pedestrian zones and bike lanes, as well as new retail spaces for local
businesses. Chiambaretta hopes the renovations, which will be completed in
phases over the next eight years, will not only entice Parisians to return to their
beloved avenue but also serve as a model for cities around the world. — Gisela
Williams

Environmental Quality International
For the Egyptian conservationist Dr. Mounir Neamatalla, protecting nature is
more than a mission; it's an ideology. "Sustainability is a belief," he says. "It must
be a driving force for everything you do." That ethos led him to create
Environmental Quality International (EQI), a Cairo-based business that invests in
sustainable for-prodt developments that support local communities and
preserve important heritage sites throughout the Middle East and North Africa.
One of the company's most impressive projects to date is Adrère Amellal, a
ground-breaking eco-lodge in the desert outside of Egypt's Siwa Oasis. Built
using kershef — a mixture of sun-dried salt, mud, and sand that has been used
by Western Desert communities for millennia — the compound has no electricity
or Wi-Fi. Its 40 rooms are lit by candle and decorated with Bedouin rugs and
fossils that have been unearthed on nearby archaeological digs. Other EQI
successes include the renovation of the Cairo Museum and the ongoing revival
of Siwa's 13th-century citadel, which has been eroded by weather conditions
related to climate change. Work on the citadel will include extensive
restorations, as well as the creation of a new museum.  — G.W.

Sara Kulturhus
Skellefteå, Sweden, is home to schools, bridges — even a parking garage —
made of wood, and now the burgeoning Arctic Circle city has unveiled one of the
tallest timber towers in the world. Designed by the Swedish drm White
Arkitekter, Sara Kulturhus was made without the use of cement or steel,
constructed almost entirely of timber sourced from trees within 40 miles of the
city (all of which have since been replaced). The 20-story Sara is proof not only
of timber's structural capabilities but also its potential as a green building
material. Over its lifetime, the $110 million center is poised to become one of
the world's drst carbon-neutral buildings, sequestering carbon and running
entirely on renewable resources. The structure also happens to be beautiful.
Interiors are a vision of minimalist hygge, with a striking timber-lined theater,
museum, library, and conference center, plus the 205-room Wood Hotel, which
has three restaurants and a spa. "Sara stands as a showcase, leading the way in
the transition to carbon-neutral construction," says Robert Schmitz, a partner at
White Arkitekter. "It shows that it is possible, and economically viable, to build
sustainably with timber." — Heidi Mitchell

Val Bavona
In the 1950s, the residents of this valley in the Swiss Alps turned down the
opportunity to connect to the country's electrical grid. The reason they gave was
straightforward: electricity was a luxury they could live without. The result is a
stunning glacial landscape that looks much like it did centuries ago. Though
living in Val Bavona can be challenging — the winters are harsh, so residents
pass December through March in warmer climes — the community is driven to
maintain a simpler, and greener, way of life. Today they rely on solar panels,
water turbines, and natural gas to provide some of their energy, but on most
nights, the valley is lit by candles. Visitors can experience it on a six-mile walk
through all 12 of the region's villages, passing pastures dotted with cows, stone
houses, and churches that date back to the 16th century. At the head of the
valley, a return to modern technology awaits: San Carlo's cable car links Bavona
to the lakeside town of Robiei (and the national grid). —  H.M.
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The Travel + Leisure Global Vision Awards aim to identify and honor companies,
individuals, destinations, and organizations taking strides to develop more
sustainable and responsible travel products, practices, and experiences. Not only
are they demonstrating thought leadership and creative problem-solving, they are
taking actionable, quantiCable steps to protect communities and environments
around the world. What's more, they are inspiring their industry colleagues and
travelers to do their part.

In choosing the honorees in our annual Global Vision Awards, the drst thing we
look for is real, tangible impact. The dve companies in this category are thinking
both broadly and deeply about concrete ways that travel can spur long-term,
positive change. Whether they're in the business of planning enriching itineraries
led by the communities where people are traveling, innovating in the aircraft
industry, or dnding ways for tourism to lift up marginalized communities, these
honorees are dedicated to turning their ideas into actionable projects that will
improve travel — and the world — for generations to come.  — T+L Editors

Alaskan Dream Cruises
Plenty of cruise companies offer expeditions through Alaska's majestic Inner
Passage, Glacier Bay, and frontier lands, but only Alaskan Dream Cruises is
owned and operated by Native Alaskans. The Allen family, whose lineage is
Tlingit, has been welcoming curious cruisers for more than 50 years. The
company's six vessels, which range from dve to 38 cabins, are staffed by
Alaskan naturalist guides who dispense the sort of personal insights that only
locals can. Ports of call are often Indigenous villages such as Kasaan, where
guests visit the last Haida longhouse in the United States. The onboard
experience also highlights the state's riches: bath amenities are Alaska-made;
bed scarves were designed by local artists; cocktails are prepared with glacial
ice; and local seafood highlights every menu. Guests can spot whales, otters,
bears, sea lions, deer, and eagles regularly, while the sounds from the fathoms
below burble to the surface thanks to a shipboard hydrophone. The company's
newest ship, the six-stateroom Kruzof Explorer, takes passengers to
communities where larger ships can't dock, landing at under-the-radar
destinations includingLituya Bay, Dall Island, and Baranof Warm Springs. — Heidi
Mitchell

Black Cultural Heritage Tours
Despite infusing $109.4 billion into the leisure travel industry, Black Americans
have been sidelined from mainstream travel experiences — their companies
omitted from itineraries, their histories left untold. But Stephanie M. Jones,
founder of the National Blacks in Travel and Tourism Collective, is changing
that. In 2016, her group debuted the Cultural Heritage Alliance for Tourism, Inc.
(CHAT), "to level the playing deld for micro local Black and Brown businesses
within underrepresented neighborhoods," she says. This year, she launched
Black Cultural Heritage Tours, which aims to drive tourists' foot trafc and
revenue to underrepresented businesses so they can become sustainable and
scalable. From September onward, travelers can book itineraries of the
Southeastern U.S. that may include jaunts through the Gullah Geechee Corridor,
deep dives into the Civil Rights Movement, an in-depth exploration of the
Underground Railroad. No matter the route, all tours include church visits,
culinary adventures, and contemporary culture excursions. "Our approach to our
itineraries is to provide transformative experiences for culturally curious
travelers who seek a broader understanding of the Black experience and culture
in the U.S.," explains Jones. "We want travelers to become intentional about
depositing into local communities as much as they take away." — H.M. 

Boom 
As Blake Scholl sees it, travel has been a net good for the world: "Since the dawn
of the jet age," he says, "people have been able to spend more time with other
people in other cultures." But as he pondered a world in which everything — from
computers to phones to cars — was getting signidcantly more efcient and
environmentally friendly, the lifelong airplane geek wondered why the same
wasn't happening for aircraft. Scholl made it his goal to help air travel become
"faster, more affordable, and dramatically more sustainable than it is today." By
2029, his Denver-based company, Boom, plans to put into service the 65-seat
Overture, the drst supersonic commercial aircraft since the Concorde. The
Overture will minimize noise and run entirely on sustainable aviation fuel. And
from the start, acknowledging that no machine lasts forever, the team has
designed with both airborne efciency and possibilities for recycling in mind.
United Airlines has already ordered 15 Boom Overture jets, which will whisk
passengers from New York to London in less than three-and-a-half hours. "We
want to make the airplane you most want to be on — with speed, comfort, and
convenience," Scholl says, "and also the best one for the planet." — Jeff Chu

Kerala Responsible Tourism Mission
Five years ago, the government of the south Indian state of Kerala unveiled a
groundbreaking new agency. Its charge: to use tourism as a platform to
eradicate poverty, empower women, and safeguard the environment. Its
philosophy? "Making better places for people to live in and better places for
people to visit." Since then, the Responsible Tourism Mission has carefully
mapped the state, identifying communities with rich but overlooked cultural
expertise. A new database connects artists and performers with players in the
tourism industry. Farmers are trained to host visitors on their land. And new
itineraries highlight (and produce new income streams for) artisans. These
include visits to ceramicists in the hamlet of Nellarachal and metalworkers in
Kunhimangalam — a town long known for its handcrafted bells and Hindu idols.
RT Mission also has environmental initiatives — cleaning waterways, for
example, or implementing more efcient waste-management practices — in
nearly two dozen communities, from the Arabian Sea village of Mararikulam in
the west to Thekkady, on Kerala's eastern border, which abuts a sanctuary for
elephants and Bengal tigers. — J.C.
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A rendering of the new Champs-Élysées district, due to be completed in 2030. | CREDIT: RENDERING COURTESY OF
PCA-STREAM

Adrère Amellal, a 40-room eco-lodge on the outskirts of Egypt's Siwa Oasis. | CREDIT: LUDMILA
YILMAZ/SHUTTERSTOCK

Timber construction at the Wood Hotel, part of the Sara Kulturhus development in Skellefteå, Sweden. | CREDIT:
COURTESY OF VISIT SKELLEFTEÅ

Pontido village, in Val Bavona, Switzerland, which uses only green energy sources. | CREDIT: JAN GEERK/COURTESY OF
SWITZERLAND TOURISM

The Travel + Leisure Global Vision Awards aim to identify and honor companies,
individuals, destinations, and organizations taking strides to develop more
sustainable and responsible travel products, practices, and experiences. Not only
are they demonstrating thought leadership and creative problem-solving, they are
taking actionable, quantiCable steps to protect communities and environments
around the world. What's more, they are inspiring their industry colleagues and
travelers to do their part.

It's tempting to think about sustainability on a human scale. What should I eat?
Where should I shop? How should I get where I'm going? But inhabiting the world
in a more responsible way requires turning an eye toward the design and
structures that make up that world: the buildings we occupy, the streets we drive
on, the way our cities rise and expand. These Global Vision Awards honorees
are creating sustainable solutions in the built environment through their work in
architecture, infrastructure, urban planning, and more. By expanding what transit
routes can look like, or dnding new building materials in old places, they're
setting examples for how we can live better, together. — T+L Editors

Champs-Élysées 
Centered around what has long been regarded as the world's most beautiful
avenue, the Champs-Élysées is today dismissed by many Parisians as a trafc-
plagued tourist attraction. To save it, last year the city announced an ambitious
$300 million transformation, to be overseen by architect Philippe Chiambaretta
and his PCA-Stream design drm. The project, says Chiambaretta, is less about
designing buildings and more about designing experiences. "It's reprogramming
a new and healthier way of living in and engaging with a city," he explains. "That's
the key to the urban planning of the future." A big piece will be drastically
reducing the number of cars and replacing trafc-clogged roads with greenery
for art exhibitions and outdoor dining. Other areas will be converted to
pedestrian zones and bike lanes, as well as new retail spaces for local
businesses. Chiambaretta hopes the renovations, which will be completed in
phases over the next eight years, will not only entice Parisians to return to their
beloved avenue but also serve as a model for cities around the world. — Gisela
Williams

Environmental Quality International
For the Egyptian conservationist Dr. Mounir Neamatalla, protecting nature is
more than a mission; it's an ideology. "Sustainability is a belief," he says. "It must
be a driving force for everything you do." That ethos led him to create
Environmental Quality International (EQI), a Cairo-based business that invests in
sustainable for-prodt developments that support local communities and
preserve important heritage sites throughout the Middle East and North Africa.
One of the company's most impressive projects to date is Adrère Amellal, a
ground-breaking eco-lodge in the desert outside of Egypt's Siwa Oasis. Built
using kershef — a mixture of sun-dried salt, mud, and sand that has been used
by Western Desert communities for millennia — the compound has no electricity
or Wi-Fi. Its 40 rooms are lit by candle and decorated with Bedouin rugs and
fossils that have been unearthed on nearby archaeological digs. Other EQI
successes include the renovation of the Cairo Museum and the ongoing revival
of Siwa's 13th-century citadel, which has been eroded by weather conditions
related to climate change. Work on the citadel will include extensive
restorations, as well as the creation of a new museum.  — G.W.

Sara Kulturhus
Skellefteå, Sweden, is home to schools, bridges — even a parking garage —
made of wood, and now the burgeoning Arctic Circle city has unveiled one of the
tallest timber towers in the world. Designed by the Swedish drm White
Arkitekter, Sara Kulturhus was made without the use of cement or steel,
constructed almost entirely of timber sourced from trees within 40 miles of the
city (all of which have since been replaced). The 20-story Sara is proof not only
of timber's structural capabilities but also its potential as a green building
material. Over its lifetime, the $110 million center is poised to become one of
the world's drst carbon-neutral buildings, sequestering carbon and running
entirely on renewable resources. The structure also happens to be beautiful.
Interiors are a vision of minimalist hygge, with a striking timber-lined theater,
museum, library, and conference center, plus the 205-room Wood Hotel, which
has three restaurants and a spa. "Sara stands as a showcase, leading the way in
the transition to carbon-neutral construction," says Robert Schmitz, a partner at
White Arkitekter. "It shows that it is possible, and economically viable, to build
sustainably with timber." — Heidi Mitchell

Val Bavona
In the 1950s, the residents of this valley in the Swiss Alps turned down the
opportunity to connect to the country's electrical grid. The reason they gave was
straightforward: electricity was a luxury they could live without. The result is a
stunning glacial landscape that looks much like it did centuries ago. Though
living in Val Bavona can be challenging — the winters are harsh, so residents
pass December through March in warmer climes — the community is driven to
maintain a simpler, and greener, way of life. Today they rely on solar panels,
water turbines, and natural gas to provide some of their energy, but on most
nights, the valley is lit by candles. Visitors can experience it on a six-mile walk
through all 12 of the region's villages, passing pastures dotted with cows, stone
houses, and churches that date back to the 16th century. At the head of the
valley, a return to modern technology awaits: San Carlo's cable car links Bavona
to the lakeside town of Robiei (and the national grid). —  H.M.
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The Travel + Leisure Global Vision Awards aim to identify and honor companies,
individuals, destinations, and organizations taking strides to develop more
sustainable and responsible travel products, practices, and experiences. Not only
are they demonstrating thought leadership and creative problem-solving, they are
taking actionable, quantiCable steps to protect communities and environments
around the world. What's more, they are inspiring their industry colleagues and
travelers to do their part.

In choosing the honorees in our annual Global Vision Awards, the drst thing we
look for is real, tangible impact. The dve companies in this category are thinking
both broadly and deeply about concrete ways that travel can spur long-term,
positive change. Whether they're in the business of planning enriching itineraries
led by the communities where people are traveling, innovating in the aircraft
industry, or dnding ways for tourism to lift up marginalized communities, these
honorees are dedicated to turning their ideas into actionable projects that will
improve travel — and the world — for generations to come.  — T+L Editors

Alaskan Dream Cruises
Plenty of cruise companies offer expeditions through Alaska's majestic Inner
Passage, Glacier Bay, and frontier lands, but only Alaskan Dream Cruises is
owned and operated by Native Alaskans. The Allen family, whose lineage is
Tlingit, has been welcoming curious cruisers for more than 50 years. The
company's six vessels, which range from dve to 38 cabins, are staffed by
Alaskan naturalist guides who dispense the sort of personal insights that only
locals can. Ports of call are often Indigenous villages such as Kasaan, where
guests visit the last Haida longhouse in the United States. The onboard
experience also highlights the state's riches: bath amenities are Alaska-made;
bed scarves were designed by local artists; cocktails are prepared with glacial
ice; and local seafood highlights every menu. Guests can spot whales, otters,
bears, sea lions, deer, and eagles regularly, while the sounds from the fathoms
below burble to the surface thanks to a shipboard hydrophone. The company's
newest ship, the six-stateroom Kruzof Explorer, takes passengers to
communities where larger ships can't dock, landing at under-the-radar
destinations includingLituya Bay, Dall Island, and Baranof Warm Springs. — Heidi
Mitchell

Black Cultural Heritage Tours
Despite infusing $109.4 billion into the leisure travel industry, Black Americans
have been sidelined from mainstream travel experiences — their companies
omitted from itineraries, their histories left untold. But Stephanie M. Jones,
founder of the National Blacks in Travel and Tourism Collective, is changing
that. In 2016, her group debuted the Cultural Heritage Alliance for Tourism, Inc.
(CHAT), "to level the playing deld for micro local Black and Brown businesses
within underrepresented neighborhoods," she says. This year, she launched
Black Cultural Heritage Tours, which aims to drive tourists' foot trafc and
revenue to underrepresented businesses so they can become sustainable and
scalable. From September onward, travelers can book itineraries of the
Southeastern U.S. that may include jaunts through the Gullah Geechee Corridor,
deep dives into the Civil Rights Movement, an in-depth exploration of the
Underground Railroad. No matter the route, all tours include church visits,
culinary adventures, and contemporary culture excursions. "Our approach to our
itineraries is to provide transformative experiences for culturally curious
travelers who seek a broader understanding of the Black experience and culture
in the U.S.," explains Jones. "We want travelers to become intentional about
depositing into local communities as much as they take away." — H.M. 

Boom 
As Blake Scholl sees it, travel has been a net good for the world: "Since the dawn
of the jet age," he says, "people have been able to spend more time with other
people in other cultures." But as he pondered a world in which everything — from
computers to phones to cars — was getting signidcantly more efcient and
environmentally friendly, the lifelong airplane geek wondered why the same
wasn't happening for aircraft. Scholl made it his goal to help air travel become
"faster, more affordable, and dramatically more sustainable than it is today." By
2029, his Denver-based company, Boom, plans to put into service the 65-seat
Overture, the drst supersonic commercial aircraft since the Concorde. The
Overture will minimize noise and run entirely on sustainable aviation fuel. And
from the start, acknowledging that no machine lasts forever, the team has
designed with both airborne efciency and possibilities for recycling in mind.
United Airlines has already ordered 15 Boom Overture jets, which will whisk
passengers from New York to London in less than three-and-a-half hours. "We
want to make the airplane you most want to be on — with speed, comfort, and
convenience," Scholl says, "and also the best one for the planet." — Jeff Chu

Kerala Responsible Tourism Mission
Five years ago, the government of the south Indian state of Kerala unveiled a
groundbreaking new agency. Its charge: to use tourism as a platform to
eradicate poverty, empower women, and safeguard the environment. Its
philosophy? "Making better places for people to live in and better places for
people to visit." Since then, the Responsible Tourism Mission has carefully
mapped the state, identifying communities with rich but overlooked cultural
expertise. A new database connects artists and performers with players in the
tourism industry. Farmers are trained to host visitors on their land. And new
itineraries highlight (and produce new income streams for) artisans. These
include visits to ceramicists in the hamlet of Nellarachal and metalworkers in
Kunhimangalam — a town long known for its handcrafted bells and Hindu idols.
RT Mission also has environmental initiatives — cleaning waterways, for
example, or implementing more efcient waste-management practices — in
nearly two dozen communities, from the Arabian Sea village of Mararikulam in
the west to Thekkady, on Kerala's eastern border, which abuts a sanctuary for
elephants and Bengal tigers. — J.C.
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